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SUB J : MARCOS PRAISES AUTHORITARIAN RULE 

1. SUMMARY. NOV. 24 SPEECH BY PRESIDENT MARCOS CONTAINS 
UNUSUALLY FAR-REACHING DEFENSE OF "CONSTITUTIONAL 
AUTHORITARIANISM" (I.E., MARTIAL LAW) AND UNABASHEDLY 
REJECTS VALIDITY OF US-STYLE DEMOCRACY AS APPLICABLE TO 
PHILIPPINES. SPEECH WRITERS AND OTHERS CONNECTED WITH 
FORTHCOMING FORD VISIT MAY FIND IT USEFUL AS ILLUSTRATION 
OF EXTENT TO WHICH PHILIPPINE LEADERSHIP HAS TURNED AWAY 
FROM PRE-MARTIAL LAW SYSTEM, INCLUDING ITS AMERICAN 
ANTECEDENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN NOVEMBER 24 SPEECH PRESIDENT MARCOS MADE SWEEPING 
AND IN SOME WAYS UNPRECEDENTED DEFENSE OF "CONSTITUTIONAL 
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AUTHORITARIANISM," I.E., MARTIAL LAW. OCCASION WAS 
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INAUGURATION OF "SYMPOSIUM ON GOOD GOVERNMENT" SPONSORED 
BY CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION AND "FOCUS PHILIPPINES" MAGAZINE, 

PART OF PUBLISHING NETWORK OPERATED BY FIRST LADY FAVORITE 
AND HABITUAL US-BAITER, KERIMA POLOTAN. 

3. PRESIDENT MADE FOLLOWING POINTS, AMONG OTHERS (QUOTATIONS 
ARE FROM PALACE PRESS RELEASE): 

A) POLICY MAKING AND POLICY ADMINISTRATION NO LONGER 
COME INTO CONFLICT. "THERE IS VISION IN GOVERNMENT TODAY 
BECAUSE DECISIONS FORM ONE INTEGRATED WHOLE. AND THERE IS 
VISION BECAUSE OUR POLICIES IN WHATEVER SPHERE OF NATIONAL 
LIFE ISSUE FROM A SINGLE IDEA OF WHAT MUST BE DONE, OF WHAT 
THE NATION NEEDS." 

B) "WE HAVE REJECTED THE RABBLE AS THE INSTRUMENT FOR 
DIVINING THE RIGHT POLICY OR THE REAL SENTIMENTS OF THE 
PEOPLE, AND INSTEAD SUBSTITUTED CONSULTATIVE AND COOPERATIVE 
ACTION." APPARENTLY REFERRING TO "CITIZENS ASSEMBLIES" 
(BARANGAYS) AND USE OF REFERENDA, ETC., PRESIDENT NOTED 

NEED TO FOUND "NEW INSTITUTIONS" AND SAID NECESSARY PROCESS 
OF REVISING METHODS OF NATIONAL CONSULTATION" HAS BEEN STARTED. 

C. HE ASSERTED THAT "THE HOPE OF THE FUTURE LIES NOT 
IN THE RISE OF AN INVIGORATED AND SUDDENLY SOCIAL-CONSCIOUS 
CAPITALISM. BUT IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT 
THAT CAN PROGRAM THE GROWTH OF SOCIETY." 

D) IN THE PHILIPPINES, "WE HAVE MOVED FROM THE SLAVISH 
ADVOCACY OF JEFFERSONIAN GOVERNMENT TO THE PURSUIT AND 
FOUNDING OF A POLITICAL SYSTEM AND GOVERNMENT THAT WILL 
SERVE OUR REAL NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS AS A NATION." PRESIDENT 
SPECIFICALLY CONDEMNED "JEFFERSONIAN" NOTION THAT WEAKNESS 
IN GOVERNMENT IS A VIRTURE. 

E) REFUTING CHARGES OF DICTATORSHIP, PRESIDENT SAID, 

"WE SHALL LAY OUR CASE SQUARELY ON THE RETURN OF POWER TO 
THE PEOPLE, ON RECOVERY OF CONTROL BY THE PEOPLE OF THEIR 
COMMUNITY AND NATIONAL AFFAIRS." 
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4. SPEECH ALSO CONTAINED LESS THEORETICAL DISCUSSION OF 
REFORM FOR CIVIL SERVICE, WITH EMPHASIS ON "UPGRADING" OF 
SKILLS, REORGANIZATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WHICH ARE "RELICS 
OF THE PAST RATHER THAN INSTRUMENTS OF GOVERNMENT ACTION," 

ETC. PRESIDENT SAID 600,000-MAN GOVERNMENT SERVICE IS TOO 

BIG AND MIGHT BE REDUCED BY AS MUCH AS ONE-HALF. 

COMMENT: SPEECH IS ONE OF THE MOST UNABASHED PRESIDENTIAL 
ENDORSEMENTS TO DATE OF THE NEED FOR AUTHORITARIAN RULE. 
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LEAVING ASIDE CIRCULAR REASONING REGARDING RETURN OF POWER 
TO PEOPLE (PARA 3E ABOVE), SPEECH GOES FAR TOWARD TOTAL 
ABANDONMENT OF THE QUAINT NOTION THAT MARTIAL LAW IS A 
TEMPORARY SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT 
MARCOS'S REMARKS WERE IN ANY WAY RELATED TO FORTHCOMING 
FORD VISIT. NEVERTHELESS. SPEECH WRITERS AND OTHERS CONCERNED 
WITH DRAFTING PUBLIC STATEMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRIP 
MAY FIND IT USEFUL AS YARDSTICK OF THE EXTENT TO WHICH GOP 
IS SELF-CONSCIOUSLY REJECTING THE VALIDITY OF THE OLD FREE- 
WHEELING SYSTEM, INCLUDING ITS AMERICAN ANTECEDENTS (E.G., 

THE "JEFFERSONIAN" IDEAL). AS SPEECH MAKES CLEAR, WHILE 
GOP HAS PRETTY WELL DISPENSED WITH LIP-SERVICE TO "DEMOCRACY," 
IT IS A LONG WAY FROM FORMULATING NEW BODY OF THEORY THAT 
IS MORE THAN A SOMEWHAT TATTERED FIG LEAF ON THE REALITY 
OF ONE-MAN (OR ONE-FAMILY) RULE. SULLIVAN UNQUOTE 
INGERSOLL 
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